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Hipsman (2015) Using Zillow Sub-city

The Great Pro-City Price Tilt (U.S.)
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Per Capita GDP Growth 1960-2010
(Poor Countries<$5000 PC GDP)
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“I regard the growth of cities as an evil 

thing, unfortunate for mankind and the world”

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f3/Gandhi_spinning.jpg


Urban-Rural Differences in Happiness
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Alfred Peet



Liverpool in the 1980s

Photo by David Sinclair



Urban Deindustrialization and the
Decline of the Costs of Moving Goods
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Sprawl in the New World and Old

Photo by David MonniauxPhoto by Simon P
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Will the last person to leave Seattle 
(and Milan) please turn out the lights?

Artist’s Impression by Daniel Libeskind Studio
Photo by Postdil

/upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/ba/Original_Starbucks.jpg
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Wall-less City Hall and The GooglePlex

Photo by Runner1928



Density and Income in Manhattan



Technology and the City

Photo by Bernard Gagnon



Photo by Mario Roberto Duran Ortiz 

The Sharing Economy: Zipcar



pulse.media.mit.edu 
Salesses, Schechtner, and Hidalgo (2013)

Crowdsourced urban appearance survey
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Example Images – Low Streetscore



Example Images – High Streetscore



Change in Streetscore is a proxy for more 
general change in the built environment

Streetscore = 1.8/10

Glaeser,  Hidalgo, Kominers, Naik and Raskar

Streetscore = 7.2/10

2007 2014



Urban Growth in New York

2007 - 2014



The Human Capital Agglomeration Theory
Glaeser et al. (1995, 2009), Ciccone and Hall (1996), Bettencourt (2013) 

Population Density and College Education are strongest 
predictors of future growth in neighborhoods

Controlling  for race, income, age, housing costs etc. 



Neighborhoods are more likely to improve when they
are close to downtown and/or other neighborhoods
perceived as safe

“Invasion” Theory
Burgess (1925) 



Predicting Property Prices from Imagery





Facts about Visually Predicted Price

• Neighbor’s appearance is almost as important as 
the home’s appearance to value (.7). 

• Neighboring homes on the same street are more 
important than homes on different streets.  

• Homes that remodel experience a 4 percent 
increase in visually predicted value.

• Homes that experience foreclosure see their 
visually predicted value drop by 3 percent.

• There is no impact of resale or ownership on 
changes in visually predicted price.   



Chinitz: Contrasts in Agglomeration: 
New York and Pittsburgh
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Antibiotic Resistant Disease and 
Proximity to Water in Hyderabad



A Tale of Two Technologies: Governing 
and the Fate of Poorer Cities

Gautrain by Habib M’henni



Engineering vs. Economics: 
Singapore, Stockholm and Oslo



Attract and Train Smart People and 
then get out of their way



Quality of Life: Economic Development
-.

2
-.

1
0

.1
.2

H
a

pp
in

es
s 

af
te

r 
e

xo
g

en
ou

s 
d

em
og

ra
p

hi
c

co
n

tr
o

ls
, 2

00
5-

2
01

0

0 1 2 3 4
Change in Log Population, 1950-2000



Picture by JIP

The Rise of the Consumer City



Skilled Sunbelt Superstars

Photo by Arvindn





The Physical City: 
NIMBYism vs. Monumentalism

Astana by ChelseaFunNumberOne
-







Saiz, Geography and Regulations













Image by QuarterCircleS

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/07/Henry_David_Thoreau_2.jpg





